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Book Notices 225 

P. 33, 1. 60, gisimmare, read ('s^gisimmare. 

P. 37, n. 4, Hincke read Hinke, same correction p. vii. 

P. 39, col. I, 22, gis-bar 4 (qa) read gis-bar 4 qa. 

P. 45, col. Ill, 5, i-na muhbi eqli, read i-na eli eqli; mubbi 
is written mub-bi; see p. 46, col. Ill, 23; p. 48, 1. 6. 

P. 48, 1. 6, ilani, read ilani (pi.). 

P. 58, 1. 20, [sak]in-te-me-mati, read [sak]in-te-me-mati. 

P. 61, 1. 33, 3 gur z£ru, read 3 gur (se'u) zeru. 

P. 61, 1.38, (ilu) Ea ilani rabtiti (pi.), read (ilu) Ea ilani (pi.) 
rabuti (pi.). 

P. 72, Rev. 3, sih-mas-ti read sab-mas-ti, the form sa-ab- 
ma-as-tu occurs. 

P. 77, 1. 11, gu-za-an-nu, read ba-za-an-nu, same correction, 
p. 78, 1. 2. 

P. 103, 1. 11, i-na mubbi, read ina eli, see above, note to p. 45. 

Wm. J. Hinke 



MACALISTER'S HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION IN PALESTINE 1 

This volume is one of the excellent series of scientific monographs, written 
by first-rate authorities, which the Cambridge University Press is issuing. 
These volumes serve a most useful purpose by placing within reach of the 
laymen the latest and best information on the subjects of which they treat, 
expressed in untechnical terms. The volume before us is one of the most 
useful of the series, and well maintains the high standard set by some of its 
predecessors. Professor Macalister is peculiarly fitted to write such a book 
as this. While not a specialist in either the Old or New Testament, he is 
familiar with the best results of biblical research, and he is a specialist, not 
only in the particular field of Palestinian archaeology, to which he has made 
some of the most notable contributions of recent years, but of archaeology in 
the broader sense. His wider view of the archaeology of the Stone age gives 
to his book a breadth of view and a perspective which are rare in volumes 
which deal with biblical subjects. 

The subject is treated under the following headings, which form the 
titles of the successive chapters: "Palestine and Its Earliest Inhabitants," 
"The Later Stone Age in Palestine," "The Pre-Israelite Semitic Occupations," 
"The First Struggle of West and East," "The Hebrew Monarchy," "The 
Captivities and After," "The Growth of the Religious Consciousness in 
Israel," "Roman and Byzantine," "The Last Struggle of West and East," 
and "Till Yesterday." It will be seen from this list of subjects that the reader 
is given a glimpse of the changes which have passed over this important and 

1 A History of Civilization in Palestine. By R. A. S. Macalister, M.A., F.S.A., 
Professor of Celtic Archaeology, University College, Dublin, Sometime Director of Ex- 
cavations, Palestine Exploration Fund. Cambridge: University Press, 1912. Small 8vo, 
pp. viii +139. 2s. 6d. 
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fascinating land from the time that man first appeared upon it until the adoption 
of the Turkish constitution of 1908. It would of course be impossible in so 
brief a compass to give more than a bird's-eye view, but Professor Macalister 
writes in a style so lucid and is possessed of such clear ideas, that what might 
easily have been but a dry chronicle of facts, becomes an interesting story. 

The facts treated in the first chapter will be a revelation to many, who are 
nevertheless most familiar with other periods of Palestinian history. Evidence 
is here presented to show that Palestine had a long history of human occupa- 
tion in the early Stone age, when its inhabitants lived entirely by hunting, 
and employed flint implements of the most primitive type. The implements 
of these men have been found in all parts of the country. Agriculture was 
unknown to them, as were the arts of the potter. They had no domestic 
animals. Their occupation of the country reaches back, perhaps, to 10,000 b.c. 

The later Stone age is much more fully treated. The materials are here 
much more abundant, and Professor Macalister has himself largely contributed 
to them by his excavation of Gezer. He is able to tell us of the caves which 
they cut in the rocks with their stone implements for their dwellings, of 
their household implements, of their rude drawings, of their offering pigs in 
sacrifice, of the cremation of their dead, and of their probable stature. They 
had domestic animals, and the spindle-whorls show that they could manu- 
facture textile fabrics. These people were of low stature, possessed thick 
skulls, and their bones give evidence of that great muscular development 
which is essential to savage life. They were, perhaps, the same as the Horites 
and Eephaim of the Bible. 

The first wave of Semitic invasion came at a date which we can only 
estimate. The Semites were armed with bronze weapons to some extent, 
and so easily overcame their ruder predecessors. Living at first in the caves 
of the people whom they had dispossessed, they soon began to build houses 
of the type which has persisted down to modern times. They began to rear 
pillars, such as were characteristic of Semitic worship, and flung their dead 
into caves. Somewhere between 2000 and 1800 b.c. rather a sudden advance 
in civilization is traceable. Probably this was due to a new wave of Semitic 
migration and to foreign influences. Macalister draws from archaeological 
evidence an interesting picture of the life of a Semitic city of this period. He 
sketches the history of the El-Amarna period as the letters discovered in Egypt in 
1887-88 enable us to reconstruct it, and gives due credit to the men of this age 
for their remarkable engineering feat in constructing the great tunnel at Gezer. 

Under the caption of "The First Struggle of West and East" the coming 
of the Philistines is traced and their struggles with Israel in the days of Eli, 
Samuel, Saul, and David are outlined. Macalister holds that these people, 
coming from the vicinity of Crete, where an old and advanced civilization 
had long existed, contributed much to the civilization of the country. He 
thinks that they brought iron, and is inclined to attribute to them, rather than 
to the Phoenicians, the invention of the alphabet. 
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The evolution of Israel under the monarchy is briefly outlined from Saul, 
who was little more than a glorified Semitic sheik, through David, the warrior, 
and Solomon, who attempted to advance his people in the various arts of 
civilization, to the later kings. The emphasis is here placed upon the 
history of civilization, such works as the Siloam tunnel at Jerusalem receiving 
attention. In the chapter on "The Captivities and After" the vicissitudes 
of the Hebrews under Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, and Greeks are 
rapidly sketched, and the transforming evidences of Greek influence presented. 

As Palestine's great contribution to the history of the world is religious, 
it is fitting that a chapter should be devoted to "The Growth of the Religious 
Consciousness in Israel." In brief space the author presents this in vivid 
outline as it is reconstructed by modern investigators. One sees the noble 
spirits of the prophets, struggling against the seemingly insuperable obstacles 
of the popular religious beliefs and customs, which were saturated with sen- 
suality, but in the end prevailing. This struggle archaeology enables us to 
appreciate as never before. 

The coming of the Romans, the Herodian era of prosperity, the struggles 
which destroyed Jerusalem, the dotting of the land with churches and monas- 
teries after Constantine, are next, briefly but vividly, set before us. 

"The Last struggle of West and East " is a sketch, first of the Mohammedan 
conquest of Palestine, and the degeneration which in time followed, then of the 
conquest of the country by the Crusaders and their rapid deterioration physically 
and morally. This last rapid decline is attributed to the effects of malaria. 

The last chapter is devoted to the history since the time of Saladin, and 
to present conditions. It is a sketch drawn from personal experience and 
observation. The various forces which are acting upon the country today 
are appraised, not excepting the "freak" colonies which it seems the function 
of the Anglo-Saxon world to send to Palestine. The volume contains a 
selected bibliography on various subjects connected with the country, a good 
index, and a map. Although one may sometimes differ from the author, the 
book as a whole is an admirable performance of a difficult task — especially 
difficult in so small a compass. The work is carefully done. The calling of 
Lugalzaggisi king of Lagash instead of king of Erech (p. 32) is an unusual slip. 

George A. Barton 



VINCENT'S JERUSALEM 1 

This is the first fascicule of what promises to be one of the most complete 
and best works on Jerusalem. It is by the distinguished archaeologist of 
the French Ecole biblique at Jerusalem, already widely known through his 
Canaan d'apres V exploration r6cente, Jerusalem sous terre, and many articles 

i Jerusalem. Recherches de topographie, d'archeologie et d'nistoire; Tome 
ler, Jerusalem antique. Par Hughes Vincent des FrSres PrScheurs. Fascicule ler, 
Topographie. Paris: Librairie Victor Lecoflre, J. Gabalda, foliteur, Rue Bonaparte, 90, 
1912.4topp. xii +196, avec xix planches. Fr. 10; to subscribers for the whole work, Fr. 8.50. 



